was constantly exposed to complaints as a result of the half-
starved boy's carelessness and lethargy, Michaud, not with-
out trouble, had managed to keep him in his job, and had
even induced his partner to agree to a rise in pay for him.
From time to time he presented him with fifty francs out of
his own pocket, and during the previous autumn he had
procured a sack of potatoes for his mother. Eusebe, who lied
without conviction, pleaded a breakdown on the metro as an
excuse for his late f arrival, but he was not even listened to.
In the next room Etienne Lolivier was engaged in a dispute
on the telephone : v I v ^ " * * C; "* / <?C

* Believe me, if I could meet your wishes-----No, madame,

don't say that. ... I should be perfectly willing to come and
see your lavatory, but what would be the use ? . . . It's un-
obtainable, but I will do my utmost.'

' What's the matter ? ' asked Michaud, who had just come
into the room.

' The fourth floor front on the Rue Eugene-Carriere. The
servant has broken the lavatory pan.1

c Well, it's at their expense, so we must replace it. Lebidel
put aside a dozen for us.'

Lolivier, a stocky man with a large head and ferret-eyes,
eyed him quizzically :

* If I were to listen to you, the fourth-floor front would be
provided with a new lavatory-pan to-morrow, and he would
take it so much for granted that we wouldn't dare make a
penny profit.  I propose to let him stew, and in a month's
time he'll be only too glad to pay four or five thousand
francs for his pan.'

1 The tenants of this flat, ruined by the war and much in need of money,
in 1943 denounced to the Gestapo an old uncle from whom they had
expectations, and to whom they were actually much attached. The denuncia-
tion happened to go astray in the German official machine, so that they had
nothing to regret whefe the luck turned in their favour. At the present time
the old uncle is still alive, and his nephews are still much attached to him.
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